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Key Vocabulary for Main Idea and Details in a Nonfiction Text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Vocabulary for Referring to a Nonfiction Text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q & A for Main Idea and Supporting Details 
 
Q: What is the topic of this article/report/paragraph/section? 
 A: The topic of this __________________ is ___________________. 
 
 

Q: What is this paragraph/section/selection/article/report mainly about? 

A: It is mainly about __________________. 

A: This _________________ focuses on ___________________. 

A: This ______________ is primarily about ________________. 

A: This ______________ addresses the topic of/reasons for _________. 
 

Q: What is the author’s main idea/point? 

A: The author’s main idea/point is that __________________. 
 

Q: What is/are the most important detail(s) in this paragraph/section? 

A: One important detail in this paragraph/section is _______________. 

A: An essential detail in this paragraph/section is     . 

A: Another significant detail in this paragraph/section is ____________. 

A: The most critical/vital detail in this paragraph/section is __________. 

A: An interesting but nonessential detail in this paragraph/section is ___. 
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